LA SPINA

The naval

architect’s design drawings for
“estoration of La Spina.

the

The rebirth of a classm racing yacht in ltaly

By Christina Firovolakis

IDDEN away it a warshouse
within the compounds of %
military facility near Naples

lies o floaing

resurrecrion of
racing yacht from the 19205 which be
acquired in a deteriorated state from
shipyard in Spaim.

Having owned and restored other
‘boats in the past, the 22m Bermudan
schiooner with a mizzenmast bs be
the most challenzing project to date.

“Ualike 4 piece of fumiture, a
‘painting or a sculpture, a period vessel
cannot be restorsd in order fr it to
‘become a pizce for @ museum —
must come back 1o life T ploush
dhrough the waves again.” be says.

“tis some st
and millions of uros to acconip!
becuse resoring (hings = more
difficult than rebuildimg

T stry of La spma rebirtsene

that involves the crafismanship and
womlie el sl kit
iggers and sail-

malers, 1!Lusim5 ‘What 1 perhaps the
most and time-consumning

pog ey Lt e
restortion.

La Spina’ lineage can be traced
Dack fo e Bagliemo Shipyard in
Varszze whese fist owaer, the
Genovese  marquis Framco -

The yacht La Spina, without mast, undergoing restoration near

aples.

nvicknamed Franchino Spinola —
ommissioned & _high-spesd and
elegant vessal 1o be comstructed in
190

Over the following years, La Spina
chamzed owners 2 mumber of times
and was trausformed fom a 12m
sloop 10 a 22m ketch, complets with 8
ceutral mainmast and saller stemn.

Later, i the 1090s, e vessel sat
sbandoned and basvily eroded in 3
shipysrd i aloag the
Camlan coast of Spain

It was durine this period that
Federico decided to purchase the boat
£rom the beirs of the Jast owaer sad 1o

bring it back m Tuly to begin its
restoation,

When it came to restoration, much
thought was given to the right route o
take. One option, which has been
followed with many of the ‘vintage'
nd today, is fo adopt 4
rebuild strategy” wking La Spina’
shell as a siarisg pown and then
redesigning the boat by adding aew
matertals and equipment

Since this option did ast sppel o
the owner, he sought the most difficult
rouse — using madional metods sud

g a5 much of the original
boat as possible.

With the help of architect Stefan
Faggioni, who is known or his work
on_other classical yachts such as
Luiwarth, Magda XTI and Black Swan
1899, the amubitious project began.
“Allot of restorstions thase days ara
B0t frue restorations becauss they
0 strip the boat and start from scratch
— in this case e tried to eep the spirit
of the boat aive,” says Fagzioni.
Nely 9% of o yuckrs vt

end

origizal, including much of the
mabogany = miple_puneling,
, bookshelves. wardrobe

awer bncles
he folding porcela sad wood

wash basizs and wrisine table, mitially
gned for the marquis are orizin

00, 15 arethe autigue cookes i the

‘The crew's slsping qurers were
Kept sccarding to the orizinal design
of the vessel with sleeping
companments hidden underneath e
bow of the boat while in the salon, the
chitect plas o wse lwcwious
tapestry to refit the extensive softs.
As the ship’s architect, Faggioni
spent countless hows hudting down
wall lamps in antigue shops and
destgned ceiling lamps reminiscant of
19205

“Whn pieces were missing such a5
parts of the panslling we made new
ones that ressmbled them You cavnot
el the differance berween the mew
aud the e says.

While 3 considerable amount of the
boat's original interior materials had
survived, an extensive part of the
boat's extertor bas suffered ireparable

damage after years of too0 much s,
raiz and salt,

The decades that La Spina spent
beached underneath the strong rays of

;kmmu deck and plarking beyond

"ht the shipyard, 15 men, ¢ luting
yard oweer Nine Giovamsi apd La
Spinas fore caprain Giovanni

e war filed with dozen
of it oo holes
“Befors you sur 4 mssve project
like reconstructing 3
Nomir g e il p i
because a5 soon as you dismantle the
wessel and remove the plankiag you
will coms across all sorss of
suprises,” says Giovan
Lsmz "Khaya Fiorensis mabogany
the plankine, it 100k TWO teawns of
round. the clock
them ouboard
i the traditional. manzer. In e end,
more than 35,000 specially desizned
copper uails were dalled, all by band,
0fo the frame to bolt the planks on
Even after so much time and affort,

eIk Y G M-
ﬁmll) Lave ber ready to take part in
rai classic yackt circuit and
o acas plipdiried ey
‘Acked whether he will be 2 part of
e crew, Federico says be “would ot
miss it for the wosld.” - DPA



